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PRESERVATION STAFF REPORT 
  

Site: 11 Westwood Road 
 

Applicant Name: Lucas Rogers 
Applicant Address: 11 Westwood Road, 
Somerville, MA 02143  
Owner Name: same as above 
Owner Address: same as above 

 
Petition: Lucas Rogers, owner seeks 
permission from the Somerville Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC) to alter 
driveway materials; alter fence & gate; 
new landscaping in rear; demolish garage 
(previously granted (April 2016)). 

 
HPC Hearing Date:  June 20, 2017 

 
 
I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

1. Subject Property: The subject property is located in the Westwood Road neighborhood, is part 
of the Westwood Road Local Historic District (1985), and became part of the National Register District in 
1989 (MACRIS). The building was constructed c.1898 as a 2 ½ story side-hall plan Colonial 
Revival/Shingle style home with a large central dormer and salt box rear. 

There is a low two bay garage at the rear of the property constructed in 1929 in the most basic auto shed 
style of cement blocks in the shape of rusticated granite and a hipped roof.  It is located as far from the 
house as possible on the lot.  The doors are not original to the garage. 

2. Proposal: See plans attached to this report. 
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II. FINDINGS FOR REMOVAL OF LATER ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS  

The Somerville LHD guidelines state that removal of later additions and alterations may be treated as 
follows: 

Removal of later additions and alterations 

1. Each property will be separately studied to determine if later additions and alterations can, or 
should be removed.  It is not possible to provide a single general guideline. 

2. Factors that will be considered include: 
a. compatibility with the original property’s integrity in scale, materials and character; 

b. historic association with the property; and 

c. quality in the design and execution of the addition. 

Proposal: The Applicant proposes to demolish the 1929 concrete block garage to grade to allow for new 
patio and landscaping in the rear of the property. 

Staff Findings: Staff finds the garage, located in the northeast corner of the lot to be in fair condition. It 
has 2003 replacement doors. The garage is typical but less ornamented than many garages of the 1920s.  
See Carriage House to Auto House by Reed and Hardwicke for a typology of popular styles. Staff finds 
it significant as a characteristic structure of the vintage automotive era when the Model T and Model A 
Fords were the car of choice for many. Staff finds the structure to not be of contemporary significance to 
the 1898 house. 

Staff finds that the proposed alterations meet the above HPC Guidelines in that the garage is a later 
addition to the site and may be removed without detriment to the integrity of the Westwood Road Local 
Historic District. 

III. FINDINGS FOR LANDSCAPING 

The Somerville LHD guidelines state that landscaping may be treated as follows: 

Landscape Features and Paving 

1. The general intent of this section is to preserve the existing or later essential landscape features 
that enhance the property.  

2. It is recognized that often the environment surrounding the property has a character, scale and 
street pattern quite different from that existing when the building was constructed.  Thus, changes 
must frequently be made to accommodate the new condition, and the landscape treatment can be 
seen as a transition feature between the structure and its newer surroundings.  

3. The existing landforms of the site should not be altered unless shown to be necessary for 
maintenance of the structure or site.  Additional landforms will only be considered if they will not 
obscure the exterior of the structure.  

4. The original layout and materials of the walks, steps and paved areas should be maintained if 
significant grade changes constitute an important feature of the structure or site.  Consideration 
will be given to alterations if it can be shown that improved site circulation is necessary and that 
the alterations will accomplish this without altering the integrity of the structure.  

Proposal: The Applicant proposes to alter driveway materials; remove existing front fence and construct 
a new fence & gate at the rear edge of the house that would follow the property line around the back yard. 
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Trellises and arbors would be constructed along the driveway side of the house and at various locations 
around the yard. They also plan to demolish and reconstruct the rear deck to new dimensions. The lot 
would be regraded to allow for terracing and a patio in rear. They still intend to demolish the garage to 
expand the garden. The Certificate of Appropriateness granted in April, 2016 has expired. The Applicant 
proposes to alter driveway materials; alter fence & gate; new landscaping in rear. The driveway would 
have two dry laid granite cobble strips leading to the parking area. The rear yard will be fenced to a 4’ to 
6’ height depending on location and accessed by a trellis/arbor gate between the rear corner of the house 
and the neighbor’s property. The enlarged deck and altered land will not be visible from the street. 

Staff Findings: Staff finds that there is no alteration of the landforms or circulation pattern of the site 
visible from the public right of way. There will be no alteration to the relationship of the house to its 
surroundings. Staff finds that a fence did not historically enclose the front yard of 11 Westwood Road. 
Photographic evidence shows that it was erected sometime between 2000 and 2003. No Certificates of 
Appropriateness were found for its construction. Staff finds the removal of the fence from front yard to be 
appropriate based upon the photographic evidence. 

Staff also finds that fences have been used to delineate space and to control animals. Historic photos show 
many types of fences serving the purpose; and therefore Staff finds fencing in the backyard with a wood 
picket fence to be appropriate. 

Staff finds that the style and the materials of the proposed ribbon driveway to be a traditional and 
therefore appropriate to the site. 

Staff finds that the proposed alterations meet the above HPC Guidelines. 

III. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Based on the information provided and an assessment of the proposal against the Somerville LHD 
Guidelines, Staff recommends CONDITIONAL APPROVAL of the garage demolition and the 
removal and erection of a new fence, gate, and trellises with the following conditions: 
 

1- All relevant building permits shall be obtained by the applicant prior to demolition of the garage, 
removal of the fence and rear deck, construction of the new deck, and the completion of the new 
landscape scheme as presented in the plans below. 

2- The garage shall be demolished to grade. 

3- The front yard fence shall be removed. 

4- A new fence with a gate erected around the periphery of the back yard beginning and ending at 
the rear corners of the house as indicated in the plans below. 

5- New trellises shall be erected as noted in the plans below. 

6- The gate shall be located at the end of the driveway and parking area and shall have an arbor 
entry as indicated in the plans below. 

7- If the work differs from the plans, new plans shall be submitted to Historic Staff prior to 
commencing the work. 

8- Historic Staff shall issue a sign-off upon completion of the project that this was done in 
accordance with the Certificate and approved plans. 
 

A Certificate of Non-Applicability shall be issued for those elements of the proposed plan that are not 
visible from the public right of way. 
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